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President’s Message  
By Clay Beck  
 
Well its time again for another newsletter to come out 

and I’m looking for somethings to write about. Being 

that we are still in a pandemic with Covid-19, it has us 

all staying home waiting for some good news to break.  

Every time I look at the news and watching the num-

bers of cases, I think I see the knee of the turning 

point but I’m surprise that in the next few days the 

numbers go up again.  I can only stay positive and 

think that this will all be over soon, or these cases will 

be getting lower and lower.  So, with that, our club 

hasn’t been doing much but staying home.  Some of us 

couldn’t stand it anymore, so we decided to organize a 

simple run a couple weeks ago to Atascadero Park for a 

picnic lunch.  Our drive was through Morro Bay to Hwy 

41 to Atascadero.  I haven’t been on that highway in 

years.  We were able to keep our social distancing and 

have a good time.  It had been awhile since I had the 

Vette out.  A nice drive. 

VTV is hosting our first auto cross of this year coming 

up on August 8th and so far, we have a record numbers 

of sign ups On Motor Sport Reg.  We normally limit the 

drivers to 50 people.  Currently we have an additional 

12 drivers on our wait list.  A lot of you had communi-

cated to me that you were available to help, and I 

thank you for that, we are going to need the help. This 

is looking like a big event for us. There have been a lot 

of preparation for this event getting things safe such as 

purchasing hand sanitizer, forehead thermometer and 

ideas of ways to keep social distancing at this event. 

It’s funny to me, despite this pandemic, people want to 

get out and have a good time with their cars. 

We (VTV members) have had our last couple of meet-

ing by way of Zoom (and online program for meeting) a 

virtual meeting with our computers, iPad, or iPhone.  

These were not the best but were 

very functionable meetings. At this time, I’m not sure 

what menu we will use for our next meeting. We will 

have to look for a place to dine and be able to keep or 

social distancing.  Any good thoughts, let me know.     

Later, Clay Beck 
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     The Vapor Trail   

        July 2020 

       Vapor Trail Vettes, P.O. Box 5241, Santa Maria, CA 93456 
                 www.vaportrailvettes.com  

2020 Board Members 

President   Clay Beck     481-4597 

Vice President    Holly Palmer      588-0246  

Treasurer       Chuck Robertson  934-0694 

Secretary          Hector Paz    610-7008 

Governor: Gale Haugen    610-7844 

Newsletter  Gale Haugen        610-7844 

Webmaster       Chuck Robertson   934-0694 

Sunshine Guy    Chuck Robertson   934-0694 

04 - Lindsey Weber  

05 – Brian Weber 

22 – Al Ferguson 

24 – Dave Schultz 
24 – Gil Trujillo 

29 – Mike Dirkes [E] 

03 – Nathan Griffin 

04 – Bruce Potter 

16-  Bruce Morgenthaler [E] 

19 – Bee Jay Jones 

21 - Chris Fitts  

28 – Cliff Erickson 

28 – Lori Waters  

31 – Roberta Haylock 
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July 2, 2020 VTV Meeting Minutes  
By Hector Paz 

 

The VTV meeting for the month of July was held 

on Thursday, July 2, 2020 as a ZOOM Meeting. 

There were nine attendees which meant that 

again we would not have a quorum and we would 

not be able to vote on anything. The attendees 

were: 

Clay Beck, Chuck Robertson, Gale Haugen, Hector 

Paz, Bill Deviny, Cliff and Bev Erickson, and Jeff 

and Holly Palmer.  

Our President Clay Beck called the meeting to or-

der at 6:38 pm and announced the July birthdays. 

The July birthdays were Lindsey Weber 7/4, Dave 

Schultz 7/24, and Gil Trujillo 7/24.  

Approval of Meeting Minutes  

We could not approve the June meeting minutes 

because we did not have a quorum. We will have 

to approve all previous meeting minutes at a fu-

ture time when we have a quorum. 

New Business– Clay Beck 

New Business: 

Clay indicated that he had a couple of items that 

he wanted to discuss: 

1. He wanted to know whether we wanted to 

have an autocross on August 8th. Wanted to 

hear from us how we felt about this and 

shared that Larry Wright had gone into mo-

tosportreg and noticed that the Porsche club is 

having an autocross on July 11th and they had 

over 60 people signed up. That is a good sign 

that people want to go out and have fun with 

their cars. He asked for a thumbs up from us.  

Gale shared that she spoke with Allen Morris, 

Executive Director for the West Coast Region 

and Allen indicated that there could not be a 

drivers’ meeting. Drivers would have to be in 

their cars and that all sanctioned events are 

off the calendar for the remainder of the year. 

Our autocross would have to be a non-

sanctioned event. But we would still be cov-

ered by insurance. We discussed the fact that 

we could wait to make a go/no go decision un-

til after the Porsche club has their autocross to 

see how things went for them. Gale indicated 

that she needed to get a flyer out.  We agreed 

to go forward, and we could always cancel it. 

Clay said that he would not open up mo-

tosportreg for registration. Holly thinks that we 

would be okay if we practice social distancing.  

July 2, 2020 VTV Meeting Minutes  
By Hector Paz 

 

New Business– Clay Beck 

1. Also, we are outdoors which makes a differ-

ence. Gale shared that she hasn’t had a 

chance to speak with Allen Morris after their 

July 1st national meeting. They all voted at the 

national level about restrictions. Maybe we go 

forward, and, in the meantime, she will find 

out about these new restrictions. It may not 

be up to us. We need to make sure everyone 

is aware that no one will earn points on this 

event. We all agreed to go ahead and plan on 

it and we’ll have a board meeting and in the 

mean time we’ll find out more about what CA 

is trying to do and Gale will have an oppor-

tunity to find out about the new restrictions. 

Hector suggested that we have the board 

meeting after the Porsche autocross on the 

11th.  We could have a meeting on the 12th. 

Good discussion.   

2. The second item that Clay wanted to discuss 

was that if the decision were to go forward 

with the autocross, would we have enough 

people to help. It was determined that he 

could reach out to others if he needed to for 

additional help.  

Treasurer’s Report– Chuck Robertson  

Chuck had previously emailed the Treasurer’s re-

port to the membership prior to the meeting. This 

report covered the period thru June. He indicated 

that the $19.99 was for the web hosting. The $35 

in June was the check finally clearing after many 

months for a member’s membership. At the end 

of June, we had $4,356 in the bank. 

VP Report— Holly Palmer 

Save the date for July 11th to do a picnic run to 

Atascadero Lake park. Some of us are ready to 

get out and they have the Faces of Freedom Vet-

erans Memorial there. Most of the zoom meeting 

attendees showed interest. Clay said he would 

get an email out.  Gale said that she spoke with 

the park manager and that we do not need to 

rent anything if we are small group. We all 

agreed to meet at the Outlets at 12:30 pm. Cau-

tioned everyone that it is going to be warm there. 

Governor’s Report— Gale Haugen 

Gale said that there is a West Coast regional gov-
ernors’ meeting scheduled for September 26th 
and the Temecula corvette club is hosting it.  
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July 2, 2020 VTV Zoom Meeting 

Minutes  
By Hector Paz 

 

Governor’s Report— Gale Haugen 

Also, that the national convention in Indianapolis, 

Indiana had been cancelled. She also said that 

there were going to be a lot of decisions made at 

the July 1st national level, but she doesn’t have 

those yet. 

Around the Virtual Room 

Gale mentioned that we had to cancel the 4th of 

July BBQ; also, shared that we are going to be 

spending a week in Vista with immediate family;  

Hector shared that this first part of 2020 feels 

like another 1968; feels weird and his heart goes 

out to the families of the 130,000 people who 

have lost their lives because of the pandemic; 

Clay, shared that he had planned a trip to San 

Diego to check out the military stuff; He also 

shared that he had a flood in one of the bath-

rooms in his house and the upshot of this is that 

he is going to end up with new flooring through-

out his house; he said that he misses everyone; 

Holly shared that they also had plans for a sum-

mer vacation but had to cancel it; Bev shared 

that they are getting ready to move to South Car-

olina; Chuck mentioned that he took a drive over 

to Figueroa mountain for a potential run but he 

couldn’t find anything suitable. He thought maybe 

Pine Mountain might be better; Bill, never came 

back after our meeting was dropped by Zoom.  

Drawings 

No drawings were held. 

Clay adjourned the meeting at 7:31 pm. Next 

Meeting is August 6th and at this point in time a 

determination has not been made as to where or 

how.  

 

Meet the AHC Recipients of the 2020 

Vapor Trail Vettes Scholarships  
 

 

On June 18, 2020 Allan Hancock College founda-

tion held a Zoom meeting to honor the scholarship 

recipients. In total 304 students received 451 

scholarships totaling $503,000. 

Vapor Trail Vettes provided four $500 scholarships 

this year. Clay Beck, Chuck Robertson and Gale 

Haugen were able to present the awards to two of 

the four. All are pursuing certificates or degrees in 

Automotive Technology.  We want to wish them all 

the best in the future. 

 Aaron  S. 

 My name is Aa-

ron, and I am from 

Mexico City, Mexi-

co.  English is my 

second language, 

and I continue to 

do my best to 

learn it.  I received 

my GED in 2010, 

and I started en-

rolling in ESL clas-

ses.  A couple of 

years later, in 

2015, I began to 

take English credit 

classes.  By fall 

2018, I decided to 

study both mechanics and Spanish, and I hope to 

receive my Associate degrees and my certifica-

tions in both subjects and a smog emission certifi-

cated.  I hope, also, to transfer to either Cal Poly 

or Santa Barbara University in fall 2021; I want to 

be a Spanish teacher.                                       

In the meantime, my hobbies include going to the 

movies, running, walking, and playing with my 

nephews.  I also enjoy learning about politics. I 

hope to learn new things about politics in this 

summer class because I enjoyed talking about it in 

my Spanish classes.   

Step by step, I am approaching my goals.  I am 

happy and I want to thank the Vapor Trail Vettes 

and The Gene Haas Foundation scholarship and 

because it has motivated me to keep studying 

hard.  I am appreciative of all those who have 

helped me along the way.   

Thank you so much. 

Come Zoom with VTV Members 



 4 

 

Meet the AHC Recipients of the 2020 

Vapor Trail Vettes Scholarships  
 

Alejandro C.  

My name is 

Alejandro C. I was 

born in Oaxaca 

Mexico I grew up in 

a very low-income 

family at fourteen 

years old I had the 

need to cross of ille-

gal to the United 

States when I ar-

rived in this country 

it was very difficult 

for me to find a job 

because of my ap-

pearance was as a 

child, then I had to return to my country again 

but in my country, you can survive with the pay 

of the work is not enough to make your life easier 

as well so I can not afford to buy clothes and food 

for my family and I at the age of 20 I returned to 

the United States since then I haven't seen my 

parents and siblings now I have to admit that the 

life in this country is not easy I have to work the 

seventh days of the week I began to study Eng-

lish as a Second Language 4 years ago and now I 

taken automotive classes and I hope in the future 

I want to take classes for diesel machinery  

Jose Rodriguez  

I really only need 

two more classes 

to finish the de-

gree I want, I’m 

also considering 

going back to fin-

ish the autobody 

degree but I can’t 

take the class I 

need this semes-

ter since the class 

isn’t available this 

semester, but be-

sides that I’ve al-

so wanted to learn 

about stocks and 

the stock market 

so I will be taking those classes... without your 

help it would not have been possible. 

Meet the AHC Recipients of the 2020 

Vapor Trail Vettes Scholarships  
 

Bryan Bandilla 

I am Bryan, I am a Hancock student, and I got 

accepted to this big 

opportunity. This 

opens new strate-

gies to get to my 

goal to be a respect-

ed mechanic or a 

known good one. I 

am not stopping 

learning when I live 

every day where 

new things, good 

and bad approach 

but always finding a 

path to success. 

Thanks to the people 

and donors that did 

their collaboration 

for this coming academic year.  

Corvette Run to Atascadero Lake Park 
By Chuck Robertson  

More Pictures on next page.  

 

 

Members Clay Beck, Chuck Robertson, Gerry 

White, Brenda Parks, Gale Haugen and Hector 

Paz met at the Pismo Beach Outlets and drove 

Los Osos road and crossed over to Highway 1 

through Morro Bay.  We took Highway 41 into  

Atascadero where we had a picnic lunch and 

great conversation while enjoying the shade 

and breezes in Lake Park.  After lunch we visit-

ed the Faces of Freedom Veterans Memorial 

and then drove around Atascadero Lake before 

heading home.  
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Corvette Run to Atascadero Lake 

Park 
By Chuck Robertson  

 
. 

Tech Corner—Colored Coolant, Ce-
ramic Car Care  
by Jim Carson, 2020 
 

I know I am totally “out of it” when it comes to 
today's world and what's popular and “in” and who 
these pseudo celebrities are, but I was really 
shocked when I realized anti-freeze had changed.  
Some of you already know about these new tech-
nologies and I don't want to bore you, so I'll keep 
this short. Nobody wants to be an expert on this 
subject anyway. 
 
I blame this on my interest in older cars where 
you don't see the coolant's color when you open 
the hood, and you don't need to because it's al-
ways green.  Then, I was at a car show with a 
bunch of late model muscle cars with see-through 
overflow tanks and I noticed orange, and pink 
coolant.  My first thought was that these owners 
had added some kind of coloring, maybe like you 
get for Easter eggs. Then realized I was seeing 
colors used by various manufacturers, and that 
the properties of one color might be different from 
another. 
 
The good news here is that this is very easy to 
deal with.  I went to a local auto parts store and 
found a nice display of clearly marked gallons of 
anti-freeze and a multi-colored chart that tells you 
what to buy.  And, of course, you should always 
check your owner’s manual.  One product is clear-
ly marked “Asian cars”, another “European” and 
so on.  Different products in different colors for 
different car makers who feel that certain coolants 
work best with their engines and cooling systems, 
perhaps because the mating of some components, 
such as cast iron and aluminum, create chemical 
reactions inside the system.  Some of the differ-
ences come from using silicates, organic acids, 
and phosphates. 
 
So, if you need coolant for your Corvette, it clearly 
says, “GM compatible” and they'll have what you 
need for your daily driver as well. 
 
Ceramic spray is another one that got by me for a 
while.  We all have cabinets full of detailing sup-
plies and can't wait to buy more, so after I re-
ceived my latest Griot's catalog, I bought some.  I 
guess the idea is that the spray contains nanopar-
ticles of silicon dioxide which sounds awful for 
paint as silicon is sand.  It's mixed with other in-
gredients like carnauba wax, which sounds good.  
The big selling point is the claim that it has more 
ability to shed water (hydrophobia). 
 
So, I hoped that this may be a good product for 

the cars we leave out at night or drive in the rain.  

My Corvette is never touched by water so it's 

doubtful that I will use it there, but I experiment-

ed with it on my 21-year-old truck which parks 

outside.  .   
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Tech Corner—Colored Coolant, Ce-
ramic Car Care  
by Jim Carson, 2020 
 
After cleaning the hood carefully, I applied the 

new ceramic spray on the driver’s side and 

Meguiar's detail spray on the other side.   
 
To me it looked and felt the same, and that had 
not changed the next day or the next.  After four 
days I sprayed the hood with water, and I could 
not see or feel a difference in shine, smoothness, 
or beading.  While this was hardly a serious scien-
tific test, I can say that I was not impressed.  So, 
I went back to my tried and true Croftgate Quick 
and Slick (no, I don't sell it), gave the hood a 
quick wipe down, and saw an immediate improve-
ment in shine and smoothness.  A week later I 
sprayed it with water and the improvement in 
beading was very apparent, at least twice as 
good. 
 
Car care products are a very competitive market 
and there is a ton of stuff out there.  My experi-
ence tells me that one size does not fit all.  Old 
paint vs. new clear coat, applying sprays in the 
sun vs. shade, paint color, all may require differ-
ent formulas, come to think of it, just like the anti
-freeze. Swap detailing products with friends and 
find what works best for you. 
 
Jim, thank you for another great “Tech Corner” 
article.  They are always appreciated.  

A Little Humor  
by Corvette Mike, Thundering Thursday  

Aging 

The first sign of maturity is the discovery that 
the volume knob also turns to the left. 
 
Middle age: When you begin to exchange your 
emotions for symptoms. 
 
Birthdays are good for you. Statistics show that 
the people who have the most live the longest. 

EVER WONDER 

Why do people go up tall buildings and then pay 
to look through binoculars at things on the 
ground? 
   

Why do we leave cars worth thousands of dollars 
in the driveway and put our useless junk in the 
garage? 
 
Why do people order double cheeseburgers, 
large fries, and a diet Coke? 
 
Why don't you ever see the headline 'Psychic 
Wins Lottery'? 
   

 

 

Share your Business Card 

With Other Members.    
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Vapor Trail Vettes Sponsor 

Home Motors—No Corvettes in Inventory 

* Inventory & prices as of  July 31, 2020.  Please check with Home Motors for updates.   
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2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

NCCC, VAPOR TRAIL VETTES & LOCAL EVENTS  

Day  Date Event Location Sponsor Comments 

May 2020  

Sat-Sun  2-3 24th Annual Cruisin’ Morro 

Bay Car Show  

Morro Bay  9am-4pm - (805) 
235-8708  

Thursday  7 VTV Monthly General Mtg  IHOP Santa Maria  VTV Meetings Start at 

6:30 pm 

Friday 8 Warbirds Wings & Wheels 

12 & Swap Meet  

Pasco Robles   7am-4pm - (805) 

286-5566  

Saturday  9 WC Region Governor’s 

Meeting  

TBD  Vapor Trail 

Vettes  

Allen Morris H 949-

367-9000 Cell 949-

466-7273  

Fri-Sun  15-17 13th Annual Pismo Vintage 

Trailer Rally  

Pismo Beach   (714) 639-8471  

Fri-Sun  22-24 39th Annual West Coast Kus-
tom’s Cruisin’ Nationals  

Santa Maria See flyer in 
VTV News-
letter 

(951) 488–0413  

Saturday 23 Golden State Classics Car 
Show  

Paso Robles   9am-3pm - (805) 

286-6408  

Fri-Sun  29-31 35th—The Classic at Pismo 

Beach Car Show  

Downtown Pismo Beach  Just Cruzin 

Productions  

 

TBD TBD Drive & Dine Social  TBD VTV  

      

June 2020  

Thursday  4 VTV Monthly General Mtg  Giovannis, Orcutt  VTV Meetings Start at 

6:30 pm 

CANCELED 20 Vapor Trail Vettes Auto-

cross WC-518-005, 008 

Santa Maria Airport  VTV Register online at 

motorsportreg.com  

CANCELED 20 Cool Classic Cars Car 

Show  

Cambria   10am-3pm - (805) 

927-3624  

      

July 2020  

CANCELED TBD 4th of July BBQ/Fireworks  Shell Beach  Hector/Gale  

CANCELED 5-10 NCCC National Convention  Indianapolis, Indiana    

Saturday  11 Drive & Dine Social   VTV  
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2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

NCCC, VAPOR TRAIL VETTES & LOCAL EVENTS  

Day  Date Event Location Sponsor Comments 

August 2020  

CANCELED  

  

1 Lompoc Police Car Show 

@ Ryon Park  

Ryon Park, Lompoc See flyer in 
VTV News-
letter 

9am-3pm - (805) 

714-1140  

Thursday  6 VTV Monthly General Mtg  Zoom Meeting  VTV Meetings Start at 

6:30 pm 

Saturday  8 Vapor Trail Vettes Auto-

cross WC-518-009, 010 

Santa Maria Airport  VTV Register online at 

motorsportreg.com  

TBD TBD Drive & Dine Social  TBD VTV  

September 2020  

Thursday  3 VTV Monthly General Mtg  Giovannis, Orcutt  or 

ZOOM  

VTV Meetings Start at 

6:30 pm 

Fri-Sat  11-12 NCCC National Governors 

Meeting 

Sheraton Westport Pla-

za, St. Louis, MO 

NCCC  

Fri-Sun  18-20 The Classic at Pismo 

Beach Car Sow  

Pismo Beach  Just Cruzin 

Production 

 

Saturday 26 WC Region Governor’s 

Meeting  

Temecula  Corvettes of 

Temecula  

 

CANCELED  27 Automotive Classic at trilo-

gy monarch Dunes  

1645 Triogy Parkway, 

Nipomo  
 (805)305-4937 

TBD TBD Drive & Dine Social  TBD VTV  

October 2020  

Thursday  1 VTV Monthly General Mtg  TBD VTV Meetings Start at 

6:30 pm 

Fri-Sat 23-24 Annual Corvette Blast  

WC-518-006, 007 

Shore Cliff Hotel, Pismo 

Beach  

VTV Contact 805-610-

7844, Gale 

      

November 2020  

Sunday  1 Nojoqui Falls Fun Run  Nojoqi Falls, Solvang  Central Coast 

Streetrods  

Richard (805) 736-

0759 

Thursday  5 VTV Monthly General Mtg  TBD VTV Meetings Start at 

6:30 pm 

Fri-Sat 6-7 NCCC National Governors 

Meeting 

Sheraton Westport Pla-

za, St. Louis, MO 

NCCC  

Saturday  14 Vapor Trail Vettes Auto-

cross—Backup Date 

 

Santa Maria Airport  VTV Register online at 

motorsportreg.com 

WC-518-R01, R02 


