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2019 Board Members 

President’s Message  
By Clay Beck  
 

Hello VTV Members, 

Vapor Trail Vettes would like to welcome new members,  

Karl  Brenda & Sam Johns and Phillip Roberson. All re-

side in Bakersfield and love to autocross.  The Johns 

family all drive and have attended our Autocross events 

in the past.  Welcome to the VTV family.   

We just finished our 2nd auto cross of this year with 

great success.  We had 57 drivers signed up and I be-

lieved only a few left early before the afternoon session. 

We were a little short handed with members helping out 

but we did great getting everything covered. Great  job 

everyone that helped out on this event.   Our next auto 

cross is scheduled in June the 22nd.   I’m hoping we will 

not have to cancel due to  the airport  area being used 

to store fire fighting equipment aircraft.  June is the 

start of  the fire session.    

Holly is setting up some great runs for us in the next 

few months.  One that I’m looking forward to doing 

is  dinner in Morro Bay on the water (on a oat).  This 

might be an evening run. 

Well, this time of year it seems to be the fix it or repair 

time.  I had an unfortunate time going to the Long 

Beach Grand prix a couple of weeks back.   Right in the 

middle of the Ventura Freeway my Corvette died in the 

fast lane. To make a long store short I got it back home 

and used my scan tool to fine out that my Crank shaft 

sensor had failed.  So, that on my list to  do.  I’m sure 

its buried low on the side of the block probably near or 

behind the starter motor.  Although I can't complain, 

that car has treated me good.  I haven’t had to do too 

much to it all these years that I’ve owned it.    

Well good people, lets have a good summer and we’ll 

see you at our meetings or on a run.  Its time for wax 

on and wax off.    

 Clay 
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April 4, 2019 VTV Meeting Minutes  
By Chuck Robertson/Beverly Erickson 

 

In attendance: Clay Beck, Gerry White, Brenda 

Parks, Dave & Jan Schultz, Bill & Patty Santmyer, 

Bruce Potter, Chuck Robertson, Roberta Hauck, 

Brian Weber, Gale Haugen, Hector Paz and Jeff & 

Holly Palmer. 

Clay called the meeting to order at 6:30 and wel-

comed all attendees.  He then announced the 

April birthdays: Holly Palmer, Gale Haugen and 

Gerry White. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes  

Clay then asked for approval for the March 

minutes.  Gerry made the motion and Dave se-

conded it.  It was approved by all present. 

New/Old business– Clay Beck    

Clay announced that Hagerty had bought Motor-

sportreg.com, which he felt would be a good 

thing.  He expects that it will grow under the new 

ownership, and he added that it shouldn’t affect 

our use of the business.   

The March 23 autocross was a big success de-

spite about 10 cars not making it due to the 

weather.  The next one will be on April 27.  

Clay announced that Joe Garcia, the caterer at 
the autocrosses, had announced that the April 
event was his last as he and his wife were mov-
ing to Arizona.  Clay asked for recommendations 
on a replacement.  Gerry said he would contact 
some of the caterers at the upcoming auto show 
in Lompoc.  Patty asked if Joe had any sugges-
tions for his replacement.  Someone needs to fol-
low-up on that.  Bruce said he thought that Ran-
cho Nipomo catered.  He added that he knew 
someone close to the owners and would follow-up 
with them.  Clay pointed out that we needed to 
find someone who would keep the price in the 
under $10 range. 

Treasurer’s Report– Chuck Robertson 

Chuck briefed the results of the March autocross 

as well as the overall income & expense for 

March.  Bill made a motion to approve the report 

and Jan seconded it.  The report was approved by 

all in attendance. 

The VP Report– Holly Palmer 

Clay thanked Holly for the great job she did set-

ting up the Reagan Library visit.  Holly asked if 

anyone wanted to do something on April 14, but 

no one was interested.  The next planned social 

event will be a Fun Run on May 11th.   

April 4, 2019 VTV Meeting Minutes  
By Chuck Robertson/Beverly Erickson 

 

The VP Report– Holly Palmer 

She didn’t have anything planned yet and said 

she was open to suggestions. 

Governor’s Report—Gale Haugen 

She said that she had submitted the individual 

points for the autocross and had sent a copy to all 

the members.  She iterated that she will be going 

over the point standing after each sanctioned 

event so that everyone will be kept informed.  For 

this autocross, the club earned 100 points and in-

dividuals earned 2 points for working, drivers 

earned different points depending on what class 

they were in and where they placed in their class.  

She reminded everyone that there was a chair and 

co-chair for each event, that they get 9 points and 

who was named to the positions was rotated 

among those participating as per NCCC rules.   

Around the Table  

Gerry mentioned that there was a car show and 

street fair April 19 to 21st in Lompoc.  Chuck had 

a catalog for C4/5 Corvettes if anyone wanted it 

and he also had a $30 gift card to Rizzoli’s if any-

one was interested.  Bruce snapped up both.  He 

added that he really enjoyed the autocross and 

learned a lot.  Bill said he enjoyed the run to Re-

gan’s Library, especially the Air Force One and Ma-

rine One displays.  Patty again thanked Holly for 

setting up the run as it was a bucket list item for 

her.  Holly said that a new display on DaVinci 

would be starting on April 23rd, so that was an ex-

cuse to go back again.  Roberta said that she and 

Brian were sorry that they missed the run to the 

library, but that her dogs were doing much better, 

one after a surgery and the other had been just 

sick.  Brian add that he too missed going to li-

brary as he wanted to see the plane and helicop-

ter.  Hector said he was impressed with the lay-

out of the autocross and thought it was one of the 

best we’ve had.  Gale added her thanks to Holly 

and Jeff for setting up the Fun Runs.  Larry added 

that he heard a lot of positive comments about 

the layout and thought there would be a lot of re-

turnees.  Gale added that she needed to add so-

cial events to the newsletter so that NCCC would 

know for insurance purposes.  Holly replied that 

we have the dates on the web site.  Gale said she 

would keep an eye on the site.  Chuck asked 

about having to do a waiver for each Fun Run and 

Gale said that it was not necessary.  Clay said that 

the run was also a success in joining in with the 

other club.   
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April 4, 2019 VTV Meeting Minutes  
By Chuck Robertson/Beverly Erickson 

 

Around the Room Cont’d:  

Hopefully we will do more joint events in the fu-

ture.  Clay talked about going to the Pompeii dis-

play first and losing track of the group.  He relat-

ed that the article in Kind magazine resulted in 

three individuals contacting him about the club, 

two were Corvette owners who might join the 

club.  Roberta added that she too had been ap-

proached by persons who had read the magazine.  

Patty said that if we want to be in it in the future, 

the cost was reasonable.  It was suggested that 

we do a photo shoot at an autocross for a future 

issue.  Lastly, Clay said he was going to the Gran 

Prix in Long Beach with his brother.  His first time 

was in 1974 and had only been back once since 

then.  Jan thanked Holly for the effort in setting 

up the run to the library.  Dave related that for 

the last three years he and Jan had brought 

chairs as gifts for the Christmas party.  Each year, 

the chair had been stolen from Gale, so they pre-

sented her with a chair of her own.  He added 

that it was also given in recognition and thanks 

for all the work and effort she has given the club 

over the years.  Jeff said that he had mapped the 

grid, so it would be much easier to set it up in the 

future.  He added that he was making 300 num-

bers for sell at future events.  Holly enjoyed the 

autocross and improved her times.  She added 

that she and Jeff would be going back to the li-

brary to see the DaVinci display.  Hector asked 

about the difference between the 1 and 1S clas-

ses.  Clay said that he talked to Joe Orrico about 

this and Joe said that it didn’t make a difference 

for autocrosses.  Clay will review the changes 

made by NCCC and update motorsportreg.com.   

It was pointed out that Charlie Perry was the local 

expert on the matter.  Clay asked the group if we 

needed to add a third open class.  His thought 

was to spread the entrants out and maybe give 

out more trophies.   

Drawings:  

Chuck won the 50/50 drawing; the winner of the 

name tag drawing was not there so $5 was added 

to the pot and Roberta won the nametag drawing. 

Meeting Adjourned: Clay concluded the meeting 
at 7:12. 

Next Meeting: May 2, 2019, Café San Mar-

tin,  112 N. A Street, Lompoc, ca.    

 

Reagan Library & Museum Run 
By Gale Haugen  

 

On March 30th seven VTV cars joined members of 

Central Coast Corvettes in Buellton for the run to 

Reagan Library and museum.  VTV members in-

cluded Jeff & Holly, Chuck, Dave & Jan, Bill & Pat-

ty, Brian & Roberta, Jerry & Brenda, Gale & Mary 

Carson.   

After a quick drivers meeting we hit the road for 

Semi Valley. We had a great lead car that man-

aged to keep us all together and the weather was 

perfect.  

Upon arriving at the library we all went our sepa-

rate ways trying to see as much as possible in an 

afternoon.   

Some outstanding exhibits included the retired 

presidential Air Force One airplane, President 

Johnson’s Marine One helicopter, a presidential 

motorcade, 1982 parade limousine, a full-sized 

replica of he Oval Office and a large piece of the 

Berlin Wall.   Outside in the back courtyard was 

the tomb of Ronald and Nancy Reagan.   

We were very fortunate to visit the Reagan library 

while the exhibit of Pompeii was there. This exhi-

bition, which is on loan from the Naples National 

Archaeological Museum in Italy,  takes you back in 

time to experience what it was like to live in Pom-

peii over 2,000 years ago when Mount Vesuvius 

erupted on August 24, 79 A.D. Molten rock and 

pumice were expelled from the volcano at a rate 

of 1.5 million tons per second. Within 24 hours 

Pompeii was destroyed and perfectly preserved 

under 15 feet of ash and volcanic debris. Over 150 

authentic artifacts were displayed along with full 

body casts of the volcano’s victims.  It was an ex-

traordinary exhibit we felt very fortunate to expe-

rience.   

We would like to thank Richard and Leona from 

Central Coast Corvettes for including Vapor Trail 

Vettes for this outstanding trip.  We enjoyed your 

hospitality.   
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Tech Corner  - C8 Corvette  

Andrew Wendler explains what the “Mid-Engined” 

means and why it matters in the April Issue of 

Car and Driver. 

Since its inception, the Chevrolet Corvette—in 

production form, at least—has never deviated 

from three core attributes: front engine, rear-

wheel drive, fiberglass bodywork. From its 1953 

debut with the Blue Flame inline six-cylinder to 

the thundering 755-hp 2019 Corvette ZR1, the 

basic formula has been set in stone. 

That all changes now. Chevy is officially moving 

the engine to the middle, behind the passenger 

seats. 

With this move, Chevrolet is shooting a flare into 

international waters, putting on notice the major 

players in the mid-engine-performance space in-

cluding the Ferrari 488, Lamborghini Huracán, 

and Audi R8 as well as its crosstown rival, the 

Ford GT, and letting them know that the General 

can still cut and run when the accountants pro-

vide a long enough leash. 

So what does "mid-engined" mean? Technically, it 

means that a car's engine is located in the middle 

of the vehicle, somewhere between the front and 

rear axles. But the typical location in a sports car 

or supercar is behind the driver and in front of the 

rear axle.Engine placement matters for many rea-

sons when it comes to high-performance cars, but 

mainly it's all about braking and handling. Shifting 

the engine rearward puts more weight on the rear 

axle, which means more rear-end traction and the 

ability to put down more power and accelerate 

more quickly. A mid-engine layout also improves 

braking, because the additional weight lets the 

rear brakes do more of the stopping. Mid-engined 

cars have a lower polar moment of inertia, which 

is a technical term that means that the mass of a 

mid-engined car is more centralized in the vehi-

cle. This allows the car to change direction more 

easily and therefore more rapidly. (To experience 

this phenomenon, get someone to spin you in an 

office chair and compare the speed you feel with 

your legs fully extended versus tucked in.) The 

downside is that, should the rear end break loose 

and swing wide at speed, it's much harder for a 

novice driver to recover.  

Aside from performance, a mid-engined car looks 

different because of not having to package an en-

gine up front. It can have a much steeper hood-

line and improved forward visibility.  

 

Tech Corner  - C8 Corvette  

The proportions of a mid-engined car can give it 

an exotic look—but then, the short list of mid-

engined vehicles is made up of one exceptional 

name after another.  

It's not that GM hasn't kicked around the mid-

engine layout before; the company's archives are 

filled with drawings and concepts utilizing the en-

gine-behind-the-driver layout. But its realization in 

the 2020 Corvette validates the efforts and fulfills 

the promises made by in-house Corvette gurus 

such as Bill Mitchell, Larry Shinoda, Pete Brock, 

Zora Arkus-Duntov, and Tadge Juechter, both now 

and back in the day when automobiles were an 

agent of progress and the future seemed limitless. 

Critically, it also serves as a rolling indicator that 

GM still has a pulse and wishes to wring every last 

drop of potential and excitement from the auto-

mobile as we currently know it. In changing times, 

that's the kind of reassurance we need. 

Wendler, A. (2019, April).  Road and Track:  

 Confused by the mid-engine chevy c8 cor

 vette?  Here’s what the “mid-engine” 

 means and why it matters.   

Also, from the April issue of  Road and Track Joey 

Capparella’s article will share the sound of the C8 

engine after the car was posing for a photo-op at 

the Corvette factory in Bowling Green, Kentucky.  

Go to https://www.caranddriver.com/news/

a27305426/mid-engine-chevrolet-corvette-c8-

video-sound/?

source=nl&utm_source=nl_cdb&utm_medium=em

ail&date=043019&src=nl&utm_campaign=167329

57 

Capparella, J. (2019, April) Road and Track:  See 

 and hear the mid-engine chevrolet corvetts 

 c8 prototype in action.  

The cover free debut will be July 18, 2019 and go 

on sale late 2019.   

Jim Carson, Special thanks for the article infor-

mation.  

https://www.caranddriver.com/chevrolet/corvette
https://www.caranddriver.com/reviews/a15136250/1953-chevrolet-corvette-road-test/
https://www.caranddriver.com/reviews/a15136250/1953-chevrolet-corvette-road-test/
https://www.caranddriver.com/chevrolet/corvette-zr1
https://www.caranddriver.com/news/a27116013/chevrolet-corvette-c8-mid-engine-confirmed-2020/
https://www.caranddriver.com/ferrari/488gtb
https://www.caranddriver.com/lamborghini/huracan
https://www.caranddriver.com/audi/r8
https://www.caranddriver.com/ford/gt
https://www.caranddriver.com/features/g23102803/concepts-prototypes-inspired-mid-engine-c8-corvette/
https://www.caranddriver.com/features/g23102803/concepts-prototypes-inspired-mid-engine-c8-corvette/
https://www.caranddriver.com/news/a27274986/chevrolet-c8-corvette-production-factory/
https://www.caranddriver.com/news/a27274986/chevrolet-c8-corvette-production-factory/
https://link.caranddriver.com/click/16732957.71580/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2FyYW5kZHJpdmVyLmNvbS9uZXdzL2EyNzMwNTQyNi9taWQtZW5naW5lLWNoZXZyb2xldC1jb3J2ZXR0ZS1jOC12aWRlby1zb3VuZC8_c291cmNlPW5sJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmxfY2RiJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmZGF0ZT0wNDMwMTkmc3JjPW5
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Club Members Business Cards For Sale  

2014 Corvette Stingray  
Extras include radar detector , front and rear cam-

era system, added audio system with subwoofer 

that looks OEM and has dash control button, supe-

rior car cover, Corvette trickle charger that simply 

plugs into back of hatch area, has approx. 9800 

miles. He has the pink 

slip. Original price was 

$72,055. He would like 

$46,500 which in-

cludes extras. Negotia-

ble.  

 

 

This is a 3LT with several 

Z51 features and after-

market subwoofer, radar, 

and front and rear cam-

era.  It has HUD and so 

many options that one can 

see from original window 

sticker.  It is priced below 

Kelley Blue Book! 

Really loaded with equip-

ment and on top of all that 

it is Laguna Blue! Owner located in the Trilogy/

Nipomo area. 

 
Contact: 

Jerry Swift 
chunderr@yahoo.com 
760-417-2506 
Trilogy - Nipomo 

mailto:chunderr@yahoo.com
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Vapor Trail Vettes Sponsor 

Home Motors Current Corvette Inventory 

2019 Stingray Coupe 1LT,  

White  $61.180 

* Inventory & prices as of  May 1, 2019.  Please check with Home Motors for latest updates.   

2019 Stingray Coupe 1LT,  

Sebring Orange  $61.185 

2019 Grand Sport Coupe 

2LT, Arctic White $76,095 

2019 ZR1 3ZR Coupe, 

Black  $137,575 

Pre-Owned, 2017 Z06 2LZ 

Coupe, White $65,763 
Pre-Owned 2017 Grand 

Sport Coupe  $52,763 
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2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

NCCC, VAPOR TRAIL VETTES & LOCAL EVENTS  

Day  Date Event Location Sponsor Comments 

January 2019 

Saturday  12 Fun Run to Charlie’s  Los Alamos  VTV Contact Holly Palm-

er 

Sun-Sun  20-27 13th Corvette Cruise  Western Caribbean   

February 2019 

Saturday  2 60th NCCC Convention 

Online Registration Begins 

6 am  

Denver, CO  Rocky Moun-

tain Region 

 

Saturday  2 West Coast Regional Gov-

ernor’s Meeting  

Victorville   

Fri-Sat 22-23 National Governors’ Meet-

ing  

Sheraton Westport, St. 

Louis, MO 
NCCC Allen Morris 949-

367-9000 

March 2019 

Saturday  2 Porsche Autocross  Santa Maria Airport    

Sat-Sun 9-10 20th Annual Spring Fling 

Autocross  

Riverside County Fair-

ground, Indio  

  

Sunday  10 Daylight Savings Time Be-

gins  

   

Saturday  16 St. Patrick’s Day  Car 

Show  10-3 pm 

St. de Montfort, Orcutt   

Saturday  16 Santa Ynez High School 

Pirate Garage Car Show 9-

2 pm 

Santa Ynez High School 

Parking Lot.  

  

Sunday  17 St. Patrick’s Day     

Saturday  23 VTV Autocross  Santa Maria, Airport  VTV  

      

April 2019 

Saturday  13 Porsche Autocross  Santa Maria Airport    

Saturday  13 Solvang Spring Car Show 

10-3 pm  

Solvang   805) 403-7676 -  

Sunday  21 Easter Sunday     

Sat-Sun  25-26 West Coast Custom Car 

Show  

Santa Maria Fairpark    

Saturday  27 VTV Autocross  Santa Maria, Airport  VTV  
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2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

NCCC, VAPOR TRAIL VETTES & LOCAL EVENTS  

Day  Date Event Location Sponsor Comments 

May 2019 

Thursday 2 VTV Monthly General 

Meeting 

Café San Martin 112 N. 

A Street, Lompoc  

 Meeting starts at 

6:30 pm 

Fri-Sat 3-4 National Governors’ Meet-

ing  

Sheraton Westport, St. 

Louis, MO 
NCCC Allen Morris 949-

367-9000 

Saturday  11 West Coast Regional Gov-

ernor’s Meeting  

13480 Baseline—

Logan’s Roadhouse, 

Fontana 

Pomona Val-

ley Corvettes 

Allen Morris 949-

367-9000 

Saturday 11 VTV Fun Run Foxen Canyon   More info later 

Fri-Sat  24-25 Golden State Classics 

Cruise/Car  Show 9-4 pm  

Paso Robles   805) 459-6711  

Thur-Sun  31-2 Pismo Classic Car Show Pismo Beach   

June 2019 

Saturday  1 Porsche Autocross  Santa Maria Airport    

Thursday  6 VTV Monthly General  

Meeting 

TBD  Meeting starts at 

6:30 pm 

Saturday 15 VTV Fun Run TBD   

Saturday  22 VTV Autocross  Santa Maria, Airport  VTV  

Saturday  22 Annual Santa Maria Elks 

Car Show  9-3 pm  

Santa Maria   805) 934-2245  

July 2019 

Saturday 6 VTV Annual July BBQ 

 

119 Vista Del Mar, Shell 

Beach 

Gale & Hector   

Sun—Fri 7-12 60th NCCC Convention  

 

Denver, CO  Rocky Moun-

tain Region 

 

Sat or Sun 20 or 21 VTV Harbor Cruise  Morro Bay  More info later 

August 2019 

Saturday  10 VTV Autocross  Santa Maria, Airport  VTV  

Saturday  10 8th Annual Poker Run  Orange County  Orange Coun-

ty Vettes  

 

Saturday  24 Wheels & Windmills Car 

Show 

Solvang    

Wed-Sat 28-31 6th Annual National Cor-

vette Caravan  

T Bowling Green, KY  More Details Later 
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2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

NCCC, VAPOR TRAIL VETTES & LOCAL EVENTS  

Day  Date Event Location Sponsor Comments 

September 2019 

Monday  2 Labor Day     

Fri-Sat 6-7 National Governors’ Meet-

ing  

Sheraton Westport, St. 

Louis, MO 
NCCC Allen Morris 949-

367-9000 

Saturday  14 West Coast Regional Gov-

ernor’s Meeting  

TBD  Newport Har-

bor Corvettes  

Allen Morris 949-

367-9000 

Fri-Sun 20-22 Danish Days  Solvang    

Saturday  22 28th Annual Cruisin’ for a 

Cure for Prostate Cancer  

Orange County Fair-

grounds, Costa Mesa  

Cruisin’ for a 

Cure  

 

Sunday  29 Automotive Classic  Trilogy Monarch Dunes   

      

October 2019 

Saturday  5 Muscle, Mutts and Meows 

Car Show (Fundraiser) 

10-3 pm  

Santa Maria   805) 709-0331 -  

Fri-Sat 19 VTV 15th Annual Blast  Santa Maria Inn  VTV  

Thursday  31 Halloween     

      

November 2019 

Saturday  2 Alternative Autocross Date Santa Maria Airport    

Saturday  2 Annual Cayucos Car 

Show  

Cayucos   (805) 995-3809 or 

(805) 995-1200 

Sunday  3 47th Annual Nojoqui Falls 

Fun Run  8-3 pm 

Solvang   805) 736-7059  

Fri-Sat 8-9 National Governors’ Meet-

ing  

Sheraton Westport, St. 

Louis, MO 
NCCC Allen Morris 949-

367-9000 

Saturday  22 VTV Back-up Autocross  Santa Maria, Airport  VTV  

Thursday  28 Thanksgiving     

December 2019 

TBD  VTV Christmas Dinner    

      


