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Presidents Message
By Clay Beck

Well, this year has started out right away on New
Year’s Day going to our local garage tour that started in Pismo Beach. We looked at about 9 or 10 different garages that day including one of our Vapor Trail
Vette club members Bee Jay. He displayed 2 Corvettes, a Ferrari, and a Porsche. He also has 2 lifts at
his place. He's my hero. The people that did this tour
were as follows: Bee Jay, Brenda and Gerry, Chuck,
Clay, Dave, Jeff and Holly, and a couple of our old
club friends Barry F and John M. I heard that there
were 70 people that did this tour. This is a yearly event
that is worth doing.
On the 13th of January we had our Vapor Trail Vette's
first run to "Charlies" in Los Alamos. We took the long
way around to the restaurant and it was a nice
ride. We also presented the award of "News Letter
Contributor" to Mike Williamson since he was unable to
attend our Christmas dinner in December. Thanks,
Mikie. The members that made this run were: Gerry
and Brenda, Dave and Jan, Jeff and Holly, Chuck, Mike,
and myself. Also, Bev and Cliff met us at the restaurant which was nice.
This year the membership card is not being sent to
us. Instead they are available to us electronically. There was an e-mail sent out with instructions on
how to retrieve them. If anyone has trouble I'm sure
Gale will be able to help. She already has been able to
figure it out. Thanks Gale.
In our first meeting of the year we discussed some updates to our By-Laws, so I encourage everyone to look
at them so we can make the right changes. Other
things discussed were runs and dates that we want to
do this year. Good job Gerry can't wait to see them on
our club calendar.
I want to recognize the following for last year’s NCCC
awards: Men's Regional Championship were Doug
Nicoll -- 3rd; Larry Wright -- 4th; Bee Jay -- 8th; Hector Paz -- 10th; Jeff Palmer -- 12th; Clay Beck--13th;
Gerry White -- 18th; Chuck Robertson -- 19th. There
were 114 people in this category. Ladies were Holly - 4th; and Gale Haugen -- 9th out of 82 ladies in this
category. Cont’d in next column.
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Now this next group is Men's Regional Auto Cross points NCCC: Doug Nicoll -1st; Bee Jay -- 4th; Larry Wright -- 7th;
Hector Paz -- 8th; Jeff Palmer -- 9th; Clay
Beck --10th; Rich Austin -- 12th. The
overall club trophy went to our club "Vapor
Trail Vettes" for FIRST PLACE. We should
all feel proud. Let’s have a nice year. In
the Ladies Regional Auto Cross; Holly
Palmer took 3rd place. Nice! Clay
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By Chuck Robertson

By Chuck Robertson

The meeting opened at 6:30 pm at The Pantry in
Santa Maria. In attendance were: Jan Webb,
Dave Schultz, Clay Beck, Brenda Parker, Gerry
White, Larry Wright, Chuck Robertson, Bruce
Potter, Mike Williamson, Patty Santmyer, Bill
Santmyer, Ben Knittle, Doug Nicoll and Jeff
Palmer.

New Business – Clay Beck

Clay went over the agenda. He recognized the
members with birthdays in January and February: Jan Webb and Doug Nicoll.
Approval of Meeting Minutes.

A motion was made to approve the November
minutes by Dave Schultz and seconded by Chuck
Robertson. The minutes were approved as written by all present except Doug Nicoll.
Old Business – Clay Beck

Chuck briefed the search for a web designer to
updated. He talked about the four acceptable
proposals. All were qualified to do the job and
the prices ranged from $700 to $2650. He proposed that we go with Seon Experts. In response to a question, Chuck briefed that the proposals were just to create a new web site and to
train him in keeping it up. There was a desire by
some members to look at the different developers, so Chuck will send out a list of the companies submitting a proposal and let everyone look.
This will be discussed at the March meeting and
voted on at that time.
New Business – Clay Beck

Clay briefed that when he, Chuck and Hector
went to the bank to change the list of persons
authorized to sign club checks, they were told
that the bank no longer had the ability to ensure
there were two signatures on the check. This led
to a discussion on changing the by-laws to reflect this. This review also caused suggested
changes to other sections. Clay asked Chuck to
send out a revised by-law, showing all the proposed changes so that everyone could review
them before the next meeting. Mike Williamson
stated that it was in the interest of the club to
continue to require the dual signature. A proposal was made to keep the dual signature. The
proposal was made by Patty Santmyer and seconded by Brenda Parker.

Clay and Chuck were the only dissenters, although
Patty withdrew her pro vote after further discussion. Another question raised was who would be
able to sign the check if the Treasurer was not
available. It was pointed out that the proposal
called for EITHER the President or Treasurer to
sign the checks, not that BOTH had to sign.
Clay briefed that he had entered the first two of
our events in Motorsports.reg. He added that he
had changed the open class to four classes, Men’s
A&B and Women’s A&B. The difference in the
classes was the tire wear with the A class is for
cars using tires with 200 or less rated wear and
the B class for cars using 201 or greater rated
wear. This can be changed if reality shows a need
to do so.

Treasurers Report—Chuck Robertson
Chuck gave the final report for 2017, a proposed
budget for 2018 and January expenses. Chuck
briefed the 2017 approved budget and the actual
2017 income and expenses. He then discussed
the proposed 2018 budget that he and Hector put
together. He also briefed the expensed incurred in
January. Discussion brought up additional sources
of income including another Funkhana at the
Lompoc Airport. Bill Santmyer brought up the desire to get a spare transmitter and receiver for the
timing equipment and some decent chairs for the
trailer. Bill also brought up the desire to set aside
money to buy a new, larger trailer. It would be a
big benefit to get a bigger trailer that would allow
us to keep the equipment set up and have better
storage for items. Other fundraising ideas were
floated as well, including renting a race track for a
sanctioned event. A motion was made to accept
the treasurer’s report by Bill and seconded by Patty. It was approved by all present. A motion was
made to accept the proposed 2018 budget was
made by Bill Santmyer and seconded by Mike Williamson. It was approved by all present.
Vice President Report – Gerry White

Gerry White briefed that the next meeting would be at
Floriano’s in Lompoc on March 1st and CJ’s for the April
5th meeting He proposed the following for meeting sites:
Pappy’s, IHOP, Pepper Garcia’s, The Roadhouse, Olive
Garden, and Giovanni’s.
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Tech Corner—What We Know So Far
About The 2019 ZR1 Corvette.

By Chuck Robertson

Submitted by Clay Beck

Vice President Report – Gerry White

2. What makes this car so special anyway?
Starting off on a lesser note, 2019 will be the
first model year since 1970 where the ZR1's
been offered in a convertible droptop format. If
you're looking for more robust proof of excellence, how about the fierce LT5 engine packing
755 horsepower and 715 lb-ft of torque?

Proposed Fun runs include: Pine Mountain, Regan’s library, the Merle Norman Museum, the
Murphy Museum, the Abalone Hatchery, Elephant Seal outlook, and a tour of Vandenberg.
He announced that the February run would be to
the Mullin Museum in Ventura on the 10th. There
will be several other car clubs there as well.
Governor’s Report– Clay Beck
Clay gave the governor’s report in Gale’s place.
He handed out NCCC regional trophies.
Around the Table

Patty Santmyer thanked the club for its contributions to CALM. She thanked Clay and Chuck for
putting the beds together for the family that had
been sleeping on the floor.
Gerry talked about trying to re-start interest in
the motorsports complex in Lompoc.
Jeff reported that Sunset Auto had the software
that Chevrolet developed for the ZR1 and it was
available for installation in C7s with the Z51
package. This improves the handling, throttle
response and shifting of your car. He thinks
there is a version for non-Z51 cars as well.
50/50, Name Tag and Door Prize: Not recorded

due to a dead phone battery.

Tech Corner—What We Know So Far
About The 2019 ZR1 Corvette
Submitted by Clay Beck
1. An entrance fit for a King
Corvette really knows how to pull out the stops
for their ZR1 performance variant. The ZR1's always been a curious release, doubling down on
the Corvette's slick performance to the point
where it might seem wasted on anything other
than the test track.
If you've heard much about the 2019 ZR1, you'll
know how this particular model is being treated
as something very special. It's all too common
for early hype to get out of hand, but enough
people have said stuff along the lines of
"perfection" and "best Corvette" that there must
be something to it. From everything we've seen
and heard from the moment this swift-wheeled
beauty got its launch in Dubai onwards, this ZR1
seems like it might be poised to take over the
world.

When you consider its production quantity and
the relatively conservative pricing, this Corvette
is in a league of its own. Ferrari still lays claim to
the ultimate mantle of supercar champion. Sure,
and if you wanted to get a little more personal
about it, you might bring up the Dodge Challenger SRT Demon getting its slight edge on the ZR1
in raw horsepower. Between the publicized specs
and glowing reviews so far, however, it seems
like the ZR1 manages to take the cake with handling and drivability. The Dodge Demon may
gloat about its horses, but it's not hard to imagine the ZR1 beating it in a race that didn't involve barreling ahead in one direction.
3. You might hear it before you see it
In practically every report where auto journalists
have been given ZR1 access in advance, there's
some mention of the noise this car can make.
It's been hyped by Corvette themselves as the
loudest car they've ever made. Neighbors of future ZR1 owners the world over might not be
thrilled about the prospect, but fortunately for
them, the car comes with four exhaust settings
to dampen the sound in the case a liberating
stretch of highway is nowhere in sight.
4. How will it stack up against the midengine C8?
While the automotive world has been up in a
roar over the ZR1, there's still been that quiet
knowledge that the next generation in Corvette's
flagship series is well on its way. Most impressively, the mid-engine C8 will reportedly outdo
the ZR1 in raw power, supposedly ranking in at
over 800(!) horsepower. Other than some vague
statements and leaked documents, we won't
know much until the powers-that-be decide otherwise. Chevrolet has been keeping its collective
voices low about it, presumably because they
don't want the C8 hype to conflict with the ZR1.
Fynes. C. (2018, February). What we know so far
about the 2019 ZR1 Corvette. Corvette Fo
rum Online. Available:
www.corvetteforum.com
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VTV Adopts Local Families for
Christmas
By Gale Haugen

Vapor Trail Vettes were able to help local families give their kids a Christmas they would not
have had without help from people and groups
such as our Corvette Club. Two families were
selected from the Salvation Army and one from
the CALM program.

Turkey Run

By Chuck Robertson
On November 16th, members got together to buy
and distribute turkeys to the Good Samaritan
drop off point at the KCOY Channel 12 Studios in
Santa Maria and the Salvation Army center also
in Santa Maria. In all, 60 turkeys were donated to
these great charities. The turkeys were purchased with funds raised from autocross events.

We were given a
list of the family
members, ages
and sizes for
each family.
They also gave
us a few ideas
what each family
member would
like.
The first family
included a mother, father, a 3
year old girl and
one-year-old twin
boys. The picture depicts this families gifts. The pink tricycle
was the only thing the little girl wanted for
Christmas, but of course she received much
more.
Family number two comprised of a mother, father, three girls ages 15, 13 & 7 and one 10 year
old boy. The boys big wish was a bicycle. This
was a humbling experience shopping for this
large family. The girls wish lists consisted of
school supplies, warm PJ’s slippers, and blankets. The entire family got the items on their
wish list plus some extras.
Budget dictates how much we can buy for each
family but looking at a list and seeing nothing
extravagant or wasteful...just basic needs makes
it very
difficult
to stick
to the
budget
given.

Family # 2 Wrapped Gifts.
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January 13, 2018 Fun Run

January 1, 2018 Garage Tour

Clay Beck,
Mike Williamson, Jeff
and Holly
Palmer, Gerry White,
Brenda
Parks, Dave
Schultz, Jan
Webb and
Chuck Robertson got together for the first fun run of the
year. The first (and only) order of business was
to present Mike Williamson with his award for
Newsletter Contributions from last year. Clay
then gave the normal briefing to remind all to be
safe and have fun! We took the long way around
to Los Alamos, dodging bicyclists, ruts and dirt
patches (sorry Mike) along the way. We all enjoyed driving our steeds in the manner they deserve. We were met at the restaurant by Cliff
and Bev Erickson. Lunch at Charlies was the usual great fare. In all, another great time!

Members of the club participated in the annual
tour of selected garages, both personal and commercial, stretching from Arroyo Grande to
Lompoc. There were eleven in all and everyone
ended up at club member Bee Jay 's place for
hotdogs and chips. Those taking in the tour included Clay Beck, Dave Schultz, Chuck Robertson, Gerry White, Bee Jay Jones and Jeff and
Holly Palmer. There were over 70 other car enthusiasts taking the tour as well. The type of cars
seen and in the tour were as varied as the individuals.

By Chuck Robertson

By Chuck Robertson
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NCCC Regional Governors Meeting

Club Members Business Cards

By Gale Haugen

On January 20th Gale and Hector attended the
Governors Meeting in Escondido. The following
are minutes from that meeting.
Event registration and NCCC membership
cards for 2018.
It is suggested to save an image of your downloaded. PDF membership card to your cell phone
and show it during event registration. Another
option is to print your membership card. High
Speed Licenses are embedded on your 2018
membership card. If your e-mailed card has not
been received; check your spam folder or contact your club NCCC governor. (Governors are
urged to reconcile club member e-mail addresses
to the NCCC data base.)
Some reminders: NCCC liability waivers must
be signed by all competition and point event participants. Competition and point events require
a notice to be given to RE Morris at least 10 days
in advance. Drive and dine and club meeting
events do not require a signed waiver.
Waivers are archived by the club governor for
seven (7) years and should be passed onto the
following governor. Waiver forms can be printed
out from the national NCCC web site.
Check national and regional event calendars to
make sure you do not schedule a club event that
could be in conflict.
2018 Competition rule book change; rallye no instructions/rules within 150 yards either side
of a turn. A safety reason for this one.
New Business
RE Morris to bring forward Governor Curtis Richmond's request for the national council to see if
national convention banquet tables can be assigned to region use, not on a first come basis.
The 2017 trophies were handed out to club governors. Vapor Trail Vettes came in first place for
region clubs but the trophy was not ready at the
time of the meeting and will be shipped to us.
Also, as a reminder. We must submit all sanctioned events to be approved and put on the
West Coast Region competition calendar in order
to be covered by NCCC insurance.
The next Governors Regional meeting is scheduled for May 19th.
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Corvette for Sale

For Sale

Know anyone that needs a 70
that has been rebuilt and not
used much lately? He has one guy
that is interested but not sure if
he is serious.

The “For Sale” section of the newsletter does not have
to be car oriented. If you have anything you would
like to advertise in the VTV newsletter just let the editor know . Pictures along with the price and details is
appreciated.

Here's some pictures...if you have
any questions just give me a call
at 937-1021 or 868-1914.
Thanks, Jerry Ford

For Sale
Barely used TOYO racing 17" and 18" tires. Cost
about $1200 for the set. Willing to sell very cheap.

Call Dennis, Galaxy Plumbing, at (805) 4319743. You can also call Larry Wright at (805) 9294065.

Vapor Trail Vettes Sponsor
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2018 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NCCC, VTV & LOCAL EVENTS
Day

Date

Event

Location

Sponsor

Comments

January 2018
Saturday

13

VTV Fun Run

Charlies in Los Alamos

Saturday

20

West Coast Regional Governors Meeting

Escondido

VTV

WC Region

February 2018
Thursday

1

VTV General Meeting

The Pantry, Santa Maria

SundaySunday

4-11

12th Corvette Pirates
cruise aboard the Carnival
Breeze to the Bahamas
and Key West.

Depart from Galveston,
Texas

Friday-Sat

23-24

National Governors’ Meeting

Sheraton Westport, St.
Louis, MO

VTV

NCCC

March 2018
Thursday

1

VTV General Meeting

Floriano’s Mexican Food

Sat-Sun

23-24

19th Annual NonSanctioned Autocross

Riverside County Fairgrounds, Indio, CA

TBD

TBD

VTV Fun Run

TBD

VTV
Palm Springs
Corvette Club
VTV

April 2018
Thursday

5

Thurs—Sat

19-21

Saturday

28

TBD

TBD

VTV General Meeting

CJ’s, Arroyo Grande

VTV

21st Gambler’s Classic

Riverside Casino & Resort. Laughlin, NV

Corvettes of
Bakersfield

43rd All GM Beach Classic
Car Show

Ruby’s Diner , Redondo
Beach

The Vette Set

VTV Fun Run

TBD

WC-401-001

VTV
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2018 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NCCC, VTV & LOCAL EVENTS
Day

Date

Event

Location

Sponsor

Comments

May 2018
Thursday

3

VTV General Meeting

TBD

Friday-Sat

4-5

National Governors’ Meeting

Sheraton Westport, St.
Louis, MO

Saturday

12

VTV Autocross

Santa Maria Airport

Saturday

19

West Coast Regional Governors Meeting

TBD

VTV
NCCC
VTV

WC-518-001, 002

Allen Morris

June 2018
Thursday

1-3

Pismo Beach Car Show

Pismo Beach

Thursday

7

VTV General Meeting

TBD

VTV

Saturday

9

VTV Autocross

Santa Maria Airport

VTV

WC-518-003, 004

July 2018
Thursday

4

4th of July BBQ

Shell Beach

Sun-Friday

15-20

59th Annual NCCC Convention

Best Western Plus
Landmark Hotel &
Suites, New Orleans, LA

Saturday

21

VTV Autocross

Santa Maria Airport

Sunday

28

Arroyo Grande Car Show

Arroyo Grande

VTV
NCCC

VTV

August 2018
Thursday

2

Saturday

11

Friday-Sat

TBD

VTV General Meeting

TBD

VTV

7th Annual OC Vettes Poker Run
14th Annual Blast

WC-325-001
TBD

VTV
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2017 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NCCC, VTV & LOCAL EVENTS
Day

Date

Event

Location

Sponsor

Comments

September 2018
Friday-Sat

7-8

National Governors’ Meeting

Sheraton Westport, St.
Louis, MO

Saturday

22

19th Annual Cruisin’ for a
Cure for Prostate Cancer

Orange County Fairgrounds, Costa Mesa

Saturday

29

West Coast Regional Governors Meeting

Marie Calender’s Restaurant. Victorville

VTV Fun Run

TBD

TBD

TBD

NCCC

Allen Morris

VTV

October 2018
Thursday

4

VTV General Meeting

TBD

VTV

Saturday

13

VTV Autocross

Santa Maria Airport

VTV

Saturday

20

People’s Choice car Show

Hooters, Anaheim, CA

WC-518-005, 006

Corvette Super WC-326-001
Sports

November 2018
Thursday

1

VTV General Meeting

TBD

Friday-Sat

9-10

National Governors’ Meeting

Sheraton Westport, St.
Louis, MO

TBD

TBD

VTV Fun Run

TBD

VTV
NCCC
VTV

December 2018
TBD

TBD

VTV Christmas Party

TBD

TBD
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