The Vapor Trail
July/August 2014
Vapor Trail Vettes, P.O. Box 5241, Santa Maria, CA 93456

Presidents Message

Inside this Issue

Welcome to the Vapor Trail Vettes Noe Perez. Noe
attended the August meeting at Home Motors and
decided to join the club. Noe drives a 98’ Convertible.

Presidents Message

1

Meeting Minutes

2-3

Attended Corvettes Events

4-7

A big thank you to Clay for selling the old VTV generator. Clay hung in there and was able to sell it on
Craig’s list for what the club paid for it a few years
ago. Way to go Clay!

Members Business Cards

8

Items for Sale

8

VTV Sponsors

9

Numerous events have taken place since our last
newsletter in June. Due to our vacation and no official meeting in July a newsletter was not published.
This issue will attempt to catch up on the summer
events attended by VTV members.

Calendar of Events

10-12

Event Flyers

13-14

The Inland Empire 7 + 3 Sanctioned Event and Big
Bear Bash took place the end of June. July started
with the Solvang 4th of July parade followed the next
day by the annual BBQ at Hector and Gale’s. In addition the Arroyo Grande Car show, the VTV 10th Annual Corvette Blast, Texas Blowout, Lompoc PD and
Firefighters 13th Annual Car Show and the Monterey
Historics filled the summer months. So many choices
of events and not enough time to attend all.
Our last autocross is coming up on October 4th. This
will be the last sanctioned event for 2014. I am
looking forward to some downtime and participating
in lunch or dinner runs, etc. with VTV members.
Barry and Judy (Barry’s secretary) are working hard
to offer members some fun activities through the end
of the year. A September run to Cambria is in the
works followed by the Clam festival parade and
Mendenhall’s Museum on October 18th. November
looks like a picnic/wine tasting run followed by our
Christmas party and Melodrama in December. Please
share your ideas with Barry and Judy. They love input from the rest of us.
Until next month...Save the Wave!

Gale

Enjoy Your Special Day!

September 3

Debbie Mahoney

September 4

Verna Nicoll

September 8

Joan Perry

September 18

Judy Fitzjarrell

Board Members
President

Gale Haugen

773-4515

Vice President

Barry Fitzjarrell

937-5434

Treasurer

Hector Paz

773-4515

Secretary

Bev Erickson/Judy

473-5801

Fitzjarrell

937-5434

NCCC Governor John Mahoney

937-1414

Newsletter

Gale Haugen

773-4515

Sunshine Lady

Debbie Chase

937-9633

Web Master/
Chuck Jennings
Graphics Designer

459-7416

1

August Meeting Minutes

August Meeting Minutes

By Bev Erickson

By Bev Erickson

The meeting was called to order by Hector Paz
at 6:35 p.m. We had a different room at Home
Motors from our regular meeting room, outside
in portable building. There were enough seats
for the group to be comfortable as there were
22 present. Those present were Clay Beck,
Doug Chase, Bev and Cliff Erickson, Barry and
Judy Fitzjarrell, John and Debbie Mahoney,
Doug Nicoll, Hector and Gale Haugen, Charlie
Perry, Bill and Patty Santmyer, Dave Schultz
and Jan Webb, Michele Watson, Gerry White,
Mike Williamson, and Larry and Pamela
Wright. There was one new quest, Noe that
submitted his NCCC new member application.
Welcome Noe!

We also need more space for the cars so they
can all be seen. According to Gale the Santa
Maria Inn is anxious to sign us up again for
2015.

Business ~ Gale Haugen
Gale arrived a little late from picking up the pizza. There were no minutes to approve. Gale
said that everything went very smooth at the
annual event. Gale personally thanked every
one of the club members. She said it was a lot
of fun and is a nice balance for members who
also enjoy the social aspect of the club along
with working autocross events. John says we
have good participation and reputation. We
have a lot of thank you notes to send out and
Judy Fitzjarrell volunteered. Some of the business friends will be thanked as well.
Gale asked members if they had any annual
event “lessons learned” or suggestions for next
year’s annual event. Barry suggested that we
take the trailer next year. Bill Sandmyer suggested we talk more to our quests and sit with
them. We need a different venue to see the
awards being presented, maybe a conference
room at the Santa Maria Inn. Bill also feels that
members should pay for their own dinners or at
least a portion of the meal. Hospitality room
needs to be larger. Gale pointed out that if we
do pay for a banquet room we would not be
able to serve our own food and beverages due
to hotel rules.
Clay Beck suggested we continue to use the
club cones; they look much better and are easier to move Corvettes in and out of their parking
spots. Maybe we can use the entire parking lot
on the other side which was suggested by several members. We have to be respectful of
parking for the businesses in the hotel. Most of
the shops are glad we are there. Gerry said to
watch the handicapped parking too.

Hector pointed out it was difficult to hear in
the back when giving out the awards. Gale on
one side of the room and a member on the
other trying to make sure everyone can hear
did not work real well. It was suggested that
we use both speakers next year…one on each
end of the room.
Jan Webb suggested more room is needed at
the registration table. We also need more
signs directing guests to the hospitality room,
etc. It was discussed that the Santa Maria Inn
should get an appreciation plaque. Gale said
we need to change our registration form to
include the Corvette year, class and address of
guest. NCCC rules state to use the zip code
when calculating furthest distance traveled but
this may not be definitive enough. Gale suggested we also increase the registration fee
after a certain date to avoid late entries. We
also need to start scoring the poker hands and
gimmick rallye as soon as guests start returning to the hotel. We were limited for time on
playing the games upon return to the hotel.
The rallye ran a little longer than anticipated
due to congestion in the beach towns but was
a very good route. Jim and Mary Carson did a
great job.
Changing some event times for the annual
event my help give participants more time to
enjoy the route without the pressure to return
by a certain time. Maybe the car show time
should be shortened. Breaking for lunch during the rallye may be something to try. Also,
Gale said Chamber of Commerce needs a 30
day notice to provide us with bags of area information. We also need to ask businesses
that are donating raffle prizes if we can pick
them up earlier.
Treasurer’s Report ~ Hector
Hector started the meeting with the budget
report. He passed around three financial
spreadsheets. He explained June and July income and expenses. We had the normal expenses of $12.95 for website, embroidery
costs, mileage reimbursement for Governor‘s
meeting, NCCC dues and security badges, etc.
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August Meeting Minutes

By Bev Erickson

By Bev Erickson

Treasurer’s Report (Cont’d) ~ Hector

NCCC Governor’s Report ~ John Mahoney

The autocross expenses on June l4th included
the portable Johns, gas, oil, ice, Santa Maria
Airport track usage fee and NCCC Fees. With
the online registrations and day of registration
our net income was normal for an autocross.
Two members of the autocross paid $35 each
for the NCCC insurance for the autocross.

He said it was fun and well worth the drive and
running his car. John discussed a few items that
would need to be hauled to Vegas in vehicles such
as; l8” cones, timing equipment, etc. John asked
how many club members would be willing to go
and over 10 were interested. John will consult with
Joe Orrico at the September Governor’s meeting.
Based on last year’s interest there would be at
least 100 cars participating in the autocross events.
This is double the cars we are used to running.
Gale also mentioned we would need a time keeper
for this. We are not committing yet to Las Vegas
so we will discuss in September.

Hector also gave a preliminary status of the Annual Blast event. Hector asked members for
any receipts from the event so he could reimburse them. We had 29 entries which was seven
additional cars over last year. The hidden poker
hands, model car race, 50/50, raffle tickets and
silent auction brought in $300 more than last
year. More participants and using left over
award plaques from last year helped increase
the profit this year. We paid for 73 Banquet dinners (including member’s meals) but spent less
for hospitality night food and refreshments. Patty Santmyer made most of the food trays which
cut the cost of hospitality night expenses. She
was also able to return unopened wine. We did
have too much water, but it will be used for autocrosses etc. Tips to Santa Maria Inn workers
were about the same this year as last. The
NCCC expenses were about $180 fees. This is
the first time we have made a small profit from
the annual blast. John Mahoney said the food
was very impressive and everything seemed
organized. People seemed to like what we
served too.
NCCC Governor’s Report ~ John Mahoney
John announced that VTV autocross had to be
moved to October 4th. Six members would not
be available for October 11th. This was the only
date available for the airport. There is a Corvette Supersport show the next day.
NCCC dues are due again. Renewal fees are
$35 for family and $25 for single. We need to
renew by November 1st. John will send out an
email as a reminder.
John discussed the Regional Convention in Las
Vegas on April 10, 2015. Joe Orrico is looking
for a club to run the Low and High Speed Autocross on Friday. Drivers must be NCCC members to run in the autocross events so they will
all be Corvettes. The contract has been signed
for the track. If VTV club decided to take this on
we would go up on a Thursday to set everything
up. Clay Beck commented what a great autocross it was at convention last year.

John said Porsche autocross did really
well. Lompoc Car Show is this Saturday at Ryon
Park. Bent Axles always brings a lot of cars. The
Monterey Event is being held on August 15-17th.
The Texas Blow Out is scheduled for August 15th at
Vandenberg Air Force Base. There is a great BBQ
there and all money from this event goes to Kids
Christmas. If you are interested in a free car show
and watching the air show you may want to consider registering for the “Thunder Over the Valley”
being held at the Santa Maria Airport on August
23rd. This is a two day event Saturday and Sunday.
VP Report ~ Barry Fitzjarrell
Barry Fitzjarrell talked about social events. He
suggested Laurel Bay. He said he could put it together. Cambria is another idea. Oct. 18th is the
Clam Festival. Debbie Mahoney said maybe Sunday would be a good day for a social outing. Social
event September l4th.
Gale talked about the Christmas Party. She asked
for a volunteer to help work on the party. She
thought five cities would be a good location for a
change. She brought up a toy run too. Toys for
Tots had brand new toys thrown in the dumpster
so that is out. Hector, Gale and the Fitzjarrell’s organized a Christmas for a family through the Salvation Army last year. Texas Blowout may have
something according to John. Patty will check with
the Altrusa club for potential families we could
help.
Around the Table
Larry Wright: Larry asked why no media coverage
was at our annual event. He indicated he would
talk to them next year.
Doug Nicoll: All Corvettes at Blast looked good.
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August Meeting Minutes
By Bev Erickson
Around the Table Cont’d
Mike Williamson: Thanked the VTV members for
thinking of him after his wife passed away.
Clay Beck: Is having garage day.
Judy Fitzjarrell: We have a new member to be
introduced. Noe has a 1998 C-5. Gale welcomed
new member.
Jerry: Reminded everyone to make it to the
show on Saturday at Ryon Park.

July BBQ at Gale & Hector’s
By Gale Haugen
It was another year of wall to wall Corvette lawn
parking and sharing some great food brought by
VTV members.
Hector and I always enjoy hosting this BBQ. It
was a beautiful day, great company and yummy
food...what more could we ask for?

50/50 - Patty Santmyer: $40
Name badge drawing: Debbie Mahoney $5
Door Prize: Debbie Mahoney
Meeting Adjourned around 8:05 p.m.
The next meeting will be held on September 4th
at the Rock and Roll Diner in Oceano beginning
at 6:30pm.

4th of July Solvang Parade
By Gale Haugen
This is the third year VTV members participated
in the 4th of July parade in Solvang. The parade
is always a fun event for decorating our cars and
throwing goodies to the kids along the parade
route. I was following Tom Dobyns and his
granddaughter during the parade and all I saw
was a steady stream of goodies flying out of both
windows during the entire
route. That’s the spirit
Tom!
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Inland Empire 7 + 3 Event
By Gale Haugen
Joan, Charlie, Gale and Hector attended the Inland Empire 7+3 Event on June 20th—22nd. We
were very entertained by the numerous games,
car show, entertainment by Elvis and an exhibit
of “How to burn the rubber off your tires” by Don
Winters. The Funkhana was an absolute scream.
Participants were required to put a ball between
their legs and walk to a drop off zone. Everyone
was a great sport and didn’t mind showing off
their duck walk. It was my understanding that
Rocky’s wife was the brains behind the Funkhana
and she came up with some great ideas. Testing
our driving skills and racing to the finish line
holding a paper plate out the passenger window
with a tennis ball on it was a real challenge. We
had a great time and hope more members will
join us next year.

25th Annual Arroyo Grande Car
Show
By Jim Carson
As always, the Friday night cruise was great. It
was well policed and stayed very mellow, and
was a little foggy. On Saturday morning we arrived in the Corvette parking area and found we
had 2 C1's, 4 C2's, 5 C3's, and although there
was a C4 category we got no entries. Too bad
because that was the only no-show category and
I suspect it could go away next year.
We saw a lot of folks from Central Coast Corvettes and SLO Vettes. All the entries got a lot of
attention and we had a great day and an outstanding lunch and even won some raffle prizes.
It looks to me that more people are buying and
fixing C3's ,more than any other generation. The
examples there were all extremely nice, including a C3 painted the 2003 Anniversary color with
a sound system disguised as a nitrous oxide system. (You had to see it).
Many of the Pismo Derelicts won awards and we
were very pleased to get a second place. Just
another day in paradise here in Arroyo Grande.

10th Annual Corvette Blast
by Gale
Haugen

Charlie and Steve Stevens doing their duck walk.

Rocky Johnson, Charlie Perry and Don Winters

No event
took more
energy from
VTV members than the
10th Annual
Corvette
Blast held on
August 1st
and 2nd. We
had a very
successful
event this
year. Participation was
high, hospitality night
was well attended with great food and exciting
Corvette racing. VTV members went beyond the
call of duty that weekend. We all worked hard
as a team but also had a good time. Way to go
VTV members!
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Texas Blowout
by Gale Haugen
This was my first year attending the Texas Blowout so I had no idea what to expect. Organizers
of the event were a little disappointed with the
turnout due to other car events taking place in
Monterey, etc. Texas Blowout was well attended
by military families and rightfully so. Many of
the day’s activities were designed for the young.
Bounce houses, slides, games and a visit from
Princess Elsa from the Walt Disney movie
“Frozen” kept the kids busy. The BBQ was great
and the live and silent auctions provided a nice
display of gift certificates, baskets, trips, etc. A
couple of our members walked away with some
nice things.
The cow pie toss was a blast to watch. Working
on the base for 24 years I knew how competitive
the different
AF Squadrons
could be, but
this was a very
different challenge all together. The
picture to the
left is an example of one
squadrons cow
pie launcher.
The intent is to
get the furthest distance
with your cow
pie. A lot of
good laughs
out of this
event.

Texas Blowout
by Gale Haugen

Barry found a buyer for his Corvette but the little guy
left his piggy bank at home. Sorry, Barry! Maybe next
year!

Rex in full
command...oops
these are Air
Force guys
not Marines.

Judy, Barry and Dave taking it easy!
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Lompoc PD & Firefighters 13th
Annual Car Show
by Gale Haugen
August 9th the Lompoc PD & Firefighter’s 13th Annual
Car Show took place in Ryon Park in Lompoc. Members participating in the car show were Larry Wright,
Hector, Gale, Barry, Jan, Gerry, Bill and our honorary
members Jim and Mary Carson. I think we were all a
little stunned when the Corvette that won one of the
two Corvette classes wasn’t even a Corvette. This car
had been modified so much that the little Corvette in
the movie “Cars” was more realistic. In spite of that
we all had a great time and enjoyed the beautiful day.

Tech Corner ~ Clash of the Porsche 911 Carrera S & Corvette
Stingray LT3 by Gale Haugen
Have you ever wondered what the road-test score
would be between two of the worlds top highperformance sports cars? Road test results were
reported on a 911 Porsche and Corvette Stingray
in the August issue of Consumer Reports. With
only a three point spread I was very curious what
one car had over the other. Yes, I could have interviewed both Chuck Jennings and Tom Dobyns
since both these members race Porsches and Corvettes but will instead get their comments on this
article for next months newsletter.
Both vehicles were very similar in many areas.
Zero to 60 acceleration time was 4.1 seconds for
the 911 and 4.3 for Corvette. The Stingray lost a
little in the visibility area because of the long hood
and rear view. But the Stingray comes with a
backup camera that is not available in the 911.
Both have excellent braking capability. From 60
mph the Stingray stops in 107 feet on dry payment but the 911 also scored excellent on braking.
“On the track the 911 was super-grippy, yet docile and easy to control even in its high cornering
limits.” (Consumer Reports, 2014) The car performed best in the sport plus mode. The Stingray
was no slouch on the track. With the selector on
the ”Track” mode the steering tightens, the exhaust sound lets you know it is ready to race and
“the engine steps up with rev matching for downshifts.” (Consumer Reports, 2014)
Low points in both cars was the ride and noise.
The 911 had more cabin storage and a small back
seat but the Stingray had better head restraints
built into the seats. Getting in and out of both
cars can be trying. The cabin height in the Stingray may be difficult for taller drivers and 911
seats can be an issue with drivers with a broad
torso.
So which car came out on top? The Porsche 911
scored a 95 with the Stingray coming in at 92.
Both cars have recently been redesigned with
many improvements. The 911 came out on top for
handling but hands down, the Stingray is number
one for its price. While the tested Stingray with
the high end Z51 3LT price was $73,260 the lightly optioned 911 cost was $110,630. Both are
beautiful sports cars!
Author Unknown, (2014, August). Clash of the sports car
icons, Consumer Reports, volume 78 no. 8, pp. 51-53.
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Motor Home for Sale

Club Members Business Cards

1996 34’ Winnebago Adventurer motor home.
Has 21,000 miles on it with dual over head air,
living and dining slide out. Hydraulics have
been rebuilt.
Asking $18,000

Please contact Bill
Santmyer for additional
information.
(805) 325-3750
Cell (605) 325-4525

Corvette for Sale
2004 C5 Convertible
42,200 miles ~ $18,000. Contact Doug Nicoll at
(805) 614-0503
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Vapor Trail Vettes Sponsors

“Where we Meet our Customers by Accident!”
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2014 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NCCC, VTV & LOCAL EVENTS

Day

Date

Event

Location

Sponsor

Comments

Monthly
Every Saturday

N/A

Pismo Derelicts Car Meet

Ross Shopping Center.
Oak Park Drive Pismo
Beach

Jim Carson

Every Saturday
7:30am

First Thursday of
each Month

N/A

VTV Monthly Meeting See monthly calendar for
location

Home Motors, Santa
Maria & 5-Cities Area

VTV

Meetings Start at
6:30pm

Every Sunday

N/A

Orcutt Derelicts

Golden Donuts Shopping Center– Clark &
Bradley

John Mahoney

8am-10am

July 2014
Friday

4

4th of July Solvang Parade

Solvang

Gale working App.

Saturday

5

VTV BBQ

119 Vista Del Mar, Shell
Beach

Gale & Hector

Saturday

12

O.C. Vettes Poker Run

Enderle Center, Tustin

O.C. Vettes

Sunday

13

Nipomo Mad Bomberz
Car Show

Nipomo

11-4pm 805-4064340

Friday-Sunday

18-20

Bent Axles Car Show &
BBQ (72 & Older Cars)

Old Town Orcutt

9-4pm 805-937-3287

Saturday

26

AG Valley Car Show

Arroyo Grande

805-489-9195

Friday

4

4th of July Solvang Parade

Solvang

Gale working App.

Saturday

5

VTV BBQ

119 Vista Del Mar, Shell
Beach

Gale & Hector

Saturday

12

O.C. Vettes Poker Run

Enderle Center, Tustin

O.C. Vettes

Sunday

13

Nipomo Mad Bomberz
Car Show

Nipomo

11-4pm 805-4064340

Friday-Sunday

18-20

Bent Axles Car Show &
BBQ (72 & Older Cars)

Old Town Orcutt

9-4pm 805-937-3287

Saturday

26

AG Valley Car Show

Arroyo Grande

805-489-9195

WC-325-002

WC-325-002
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2014 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NCCC, VTV & LOCAL EVENTS
Day

Date

Event

Location

Sponsor

Comments

August 2014
FridaySaturday

1-2

VTV Annual Blast

Santa Maria Inn

VTV

WC-518-010, R01,
R02, R03, R04

Thursday

7

VTV Monthly Meeting

Home Motors

VTV

6:30pm

Saturday

9 (?)

Texas Blowout

TBD

VAFB

Saturday

9

Culture Club Gimmick &
Poker Rallye,

Friday

8

Lompoc PD & Firefighter’s
8th Annual Cruise

Ocean Ave.

Lompoc PD

5-7pm

Saturday

9

Lompoc PD & Firefighter’s
13th Annual Car Show

Ryon Park, Lompoc

Lompoc PD

10am-3pm

Thursday-Sat

14-17

Monterey Historics—
Featuring Maserati 100th
Anniversary

Mazda Raceway, Laguna Seca

Saturday

16

Performance Driving Clinic

Buttonwillow Raceway
Park, Bakersfield, CA

Saturday

16

Ronald McDonald’s 15th
Annual Car Show

Loma Linda Ronald
McDonald House

Corvettes West WC-302-001

Saturday

16

2nd Annual Hot August
Days & Corvette Car Show

Vallejo, CA

Family/Friends
Corvette Club

Saturday

23

Wheels & Windmills Car
Show

Solvang

MondayFriday

25-29

NCCC Convention

Savannah, Georgia

Corvette Super WC-326-003, WCSports
326-004

www.mazdaraceway.c
om/rolex-montereymotorsports-reunion

CA

NCCC

September 2014
Thursday

4

VTV Monthly Meeting

Rock & Roll Diner.
Oceano

VTV

Friday– Sat

12-13

National NCCC Meeting

St. Louis, MO

Allen Morris

Friday-Sat

19-20

11th Annual Cruzin for Life
ar Show & Cruise

Santa Maria Fairpark

Cruzin for Life

937-8008 or 4785896

Saturday

20

Regional NCCC Meeting

Victorville

Allen Morris

Marie Callendar’s

TBD

TBD

VTV Social Event—
Cambria Run

Cambria

VTV

Barry Fitzjarrell
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2014 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NCCC, VTV & LOCAL EVENTS
Day

Date

Event

Location

Sponsor

Comments

October 2014
Thursday

2

VTV Monthly Meeting

Home Motors

VTV

Sunday

5

Corvette Super Sports Car
Show

2828 Harbor Blvd, Costa Mesa

Corvette Super WC-326-002
Sports

Saturday

11

VTV Autocross

Santa Maria Airport

VTV

Saturday

11

Dave Dana Memorial Car
Show

Nipomo

Saturday

18

Pismo Beach Clam Festival

Pismo Beach

C of C

773-4382

Saturday

18

Mendenhall’s Museum

Buellton

VTV

Barry Fitzjarrell

Sat-Sun

25-26

Hotchkiss Autocrosses

Auto Club Dragway,
Fontana

WC518-07,08,09
10-3pm 805-2601861

NMCA West Series

November 2014
Saturday

1

Cayucos Car Show

Cayucos

805-995-3809

Sunday

2

Nojoqui Falls Fun Run

Nojoqui Falls

Thursday

6

VTV Monthly Meeting

Marie Callendar’s

VTV

Fri-Sat

7-8

National NCCC Meeting

TBD

TBD

VTV Social Event

TBD

VTV

Barry Fitzjarrell

December 2014
TBD

TBD

VTV Christmas Dinner

TBD

VTV

Saturday

6

Melodrama—The Holiday
Extravaganza 3:00pm

Oceano

VTV

Contact Gale
Haugen

Saturday

13

Performance Driving Clinic

Buttonwillow Raceway
Park, Bakersfield, CA

WC Region
NCCC

Track Day @ Spring
Mt. Friday

2015
Fri-Sun

April 10
-12

NCCC WC Region Convention

Silverton Casino, Las
Vegas, NV
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